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Canada
King Charles delivers the Speech from the Throne

Friday 6th June 2025

The British king, who is the head of Canada and of 13 other Commonwealth 
realms, arrived in Ottawa on 26th May for his fi rst visit since his coronation. 
48 years after his mother Queen Elizabeth II, Charles III delivered the Speech
from the Throne to mark the opening of Canada’s new parliamentary session.
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UNITED KINGDOM =  ENGLAND + SCOTLAND +  WALES + NORTHERN IRELAND
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10 years ago,

A Drought status was declared in north-west England on 

28th May by the Environment Agency. It’s the driest March-May 

period in the region in 69 years, causing water levels in reservoirs 

and rivers to drop signifi cantly. A hosepipe ban in certain areas is 

also possible as hotter weather is expected in the coming weeks.
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Ireland became the fi rst country 

in the world to grant equal 

marriage rights to same-sex couples 

by popular vote. On 22nd May 

2015, 62% of voters voted ‘Yes’ 

in the landmark marriage equality 

referendum. Nearly 6,000 same-sex 

couples have married since then 

in Ireland.

Donald Trump,
in a post on Truth Social 

on 25th May. The US president 
was referring to his Russian 
counterpart, Vladimir Putin, 
following Moscow’s largest 
drone assault on Ukraine 
since February 2022 that 

left 13 people dead. 

“He has gone 

absolutely CRAZY!,”
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Four soldiers aboard the WWII bomber ‘Heaven Can 

Wait’ are being brought back to the US for burial. 

The men were among a crew of 11 members whose 

plane was struck by enemy fi re near New Guinea

in March 1944. A major investigation at the bottom 

of the Pacifi c managed to recover four of the bodies.
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A car ploughed into a crowd celebrating

Liverpool winning the Premier League 

title on 26th May. Over 50 people 

were injured, including four children. 

A 53-year-old British man was arrested 

on suspicion of drug driving.

4 former British soldiers set a new record 

on 21st May for climbing Mount Everest

in under fi ve days without acclimatising. 

They used controversial xenon gas to 

mount the world’s highest peak without 

spending the usual six to eight weeks 

there to get used to the altitude.

United Kingdom Nepal
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“The Government will, in the end, win,” wrote Donald Trump on 26th May 

on his social media platform about the escalating battle between him and 

Harvard. A few days earlier, the Trump administration tried to ban the Ivy 

League school from accepting foreign students, accusing the university 

of fostering violence and antisemitism, and coordinating with China on 

its campus. However, a federal judge blocked the administration’s action.
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United States

This man was visiting his grandmother’s headstone in Leavenworth National Cemetery on 25th May,

the eve of Memorial Day. This holiday on the last Monday in May is to commemorate US’s fallen 

soldiers.
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COMMENTARY

Mi-mai, le gouvernement britannique a annoncé 
que plus d’un millier de détenus allaient être libérés 

plus tôt que prévu pour libérer des places dans 
des prisons d’Angleterre et du pays de Galles.

Les prisons anglaises et galloises étant presque pleines, 
le gouvernement britannique cherche des solutions pour 

des peines alternatives.

the Speech from the Throne : «�le discours 
du trône�», prononcé à chaque nouvelle session 
parlementaire (parliamentary session, nouvelle 
«�saison�» du parlement [rassemblement d’élus 
votant des lois]), au Canada. Ce texte, souvent 
prononcé par le gouverneur général du pays, 
présente les objectifs du gouvernement. 
a Commonwealth realm : «�un royaume du 
Commonwealth�». Le Commonwealth est 
un groupe de 56 pays se soutenant les uns 
les autres (certains de ces pays ont appartenu 
au Royaume-Uni). Parmi eux, 15 sont des 
royaumes : ils ont le roi du Royaume-Uni 
pour chef. 
a referendum : «�un référendum�». Vote où 
l’on répond par oui ou non. 
WWII : World War II, «�Seconde Guerre 
mondiale�» (1939-1945).
New Guinea : «�Nouvelle-Guinée�». Grande 
île d’Océanie.
Leavenworth National Cemetery : un cimetière 
militaire américain.
Premier League : championnat d’Angleterre 
de football.
Mount Everest : «�Mont Everest�». Plus haut 
sommet du monde (8�848 m).
xenon gas : «�gaz xénon�». (Ici) Il est dopant 
(améliore les performances).
Harvard : université américaine créée 
à Cambridge, en 1636. Elle fait partie de 
la Ivy League : un groupe de 8 universités 
du nord-est des États-Unis, parmi les plus 
anciennes et les plus réputées du pays.
antisemitism : «antisémitisme�». Idées et 
comportements racistes envers les Juifs.
campus : (ici) lieu d’une université. 
a federal judge : «�un juge fédéral�», veillant 
au respect de la loi fédérale (ici, appliquée 
dans tous les États-Unis).
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